The Weather 

Today— Rain, high in the 80s, low in 
the 60s. Chance of rain 60 per cent 
today, 20 per cent tonight. Sunday 
— Partly cloudy, high in 80s. Yester- 
day-Temp. range, 81-64, 3 p.m. 
Air Index, 110. Details on Page B2. 
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LARRY M. BUENDORF 
. . . agent who disarmed woman 




By Jules Witcover 

Washington Post Staff Writer 
SACRAMENTO, Sept. 5— An alert 
Secret Service agent today foiled an 
apparent assassination attempt on 
President Ford by a woman member of 
the Charles Manson mass-murder 
“family*’ who drew a .45-caL pistol 
on Mr. Ford as he walked to the Cali- 
fornia state Capitol. 

The agent seized the gun and the 
woman as the President, two feet 
away, was swiftly hustled off un- 
harmed by other agents into the Capi- 
tol building. The incident occurred at 
10:08 a.m. Pacific Daylight Time (1:08 
p.m. EDT), and a little more than an 
hour later the President addressed the 
state legislature as scheduled, as if 
nothing had happened. His subject was 
the need to crack down on violent 
crime. 




Later, in describing the incident, the 
President said: 

“I saw a hand coming up behind sev- 
eral others in the front row and obvi- 
ously there was a gun in that hand. 
And then I saw almost immediately 
very quick and very effective action by 
the Secret Service in taking care of the 
matter.” 

From just a few feet behind and to 
the right of the President, this re- 
porter saw the President pause mo- 
mentarily, looking back and down to 
his left as he stood facing the roped-off 
crowd. Then he turned forward as the 
agents converged on him. One agent 
held Mr. Ford firmly by his arms 
and led him 40 yards ahead into 
the Capitol. As he walked, the Presi- 
dent stood erect, grim-faced but show- 
ing no sign of panic. Agents swarmed 
around him, looking into the perplexed 
crowd. 

Afterward, Mr. Ford thanked the Se- 
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cret Service and other security agents 
for a “superb job” and said the incident 
“under no circumstances will prevent 
- me or preclude me from contacting the 
American people as I travel from one 
state to another. 

“I’m going to continue to have that 
personal contact with the American 
people,” he said. “In my judgment it’s 
vital for an American President to see 
the American people and I Intend to 
carry it on.” 1 

The agent who broke up the appar- 
ent attempt' on Mr. Ford's life, Larry 
M. Buendorf of the White House Se- 
cret Service detail, was walking close 
behind the President as Mr. Ford, in 
bright sunshine, Bhook hands with a 
long line of well-wishers. Buendorf 
spied the gun in the woman’s hand, 
grabbed it and shoved her away. 

Buendorf, aided by a Sacramento po- 
lice officer, placed the officer’s hand- 



cuffs on the woman, who was wearing 
a red bandana and a long red dress. 

Police identified her as Lynette Al- 
ice Fromme, 27, a follower of Charles 
Manson. Manson, along with accom- 
plices, was convicted of murdering 
seven persons in 1969. Among the vic- 
tims was the film actress Sharon Tate. 
Fromme was not charged in that case. 

Fromme had come to Sacramento 
about a year ago to be near Manson 
when he was imprisoned for life in 
nearby Folsom federal penitentiary. 
Manson since has been moved to San 
Quentin, near San Francisco. 

Fromme was taken to Sacramento 
City Jail and arraigned before a U.S. 
magistrate on federal charges that she 
“did knowingly and willfully attempt 
to kill the President of the United 
States of America, Gerald R. Ford.” 
Bail was recommended at $1 million 
for the first woman to be arraigned for 



trying to assassinate an American 
president. 

Local police reported they had 
brought in two of Fromme’s room- 
mates for questioning. They made no 
identification. And Sacramento Po- 
lice Chief William Kinney requested 
that “no information about the caste 
whatsoever be given out by anybody 
in the police department. Any infor- 
mation should be released by federal 
authorities only.” * 

The FBI assumed control of the ii* 
vestigation. 

But it was learned that Sandra Goode ; 
was the name of one of the room- 
mates who was taken into custody at 
her roominghouse about six blocks* 
from the Capitol. The other person 
taken into custody, a man, was arrest- 
ed in front of the house. 

An FBI spokesman said there was 
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At center, agents form a protective cordon around 
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no reason at this time to suspect that 
there was a conspiracy, according to 
the Associated Press. 

On July 7, someone identifying her- 
self as Sandra Good called the Los 
Angeles bureau of United Press Inter- 
national and said she and Fromme 
were living together and in constant 
touch with Manson. And she reported- 
ly said, “Our lives were broken to put >> 

Manson in prison. He is living in a 
closet because of what Nixon taught 
his children. If Nixon’s reality, wear- 
ing a Ford face, continues to run this 
country against the law, your homes 
will be bloodier than the Tate-La- 
Bianca home and Mylai put together.” 

Despite this communication and the 
publication of it in the Sacramento 
Bee, plus the public knowledge that 
the Manson followers were living in 
Sacramento, the Secret Service appar- 
ently took no special security precau- 
tions. 

White House press secretary Ron 
Nessen, said that “the Secret Service 
tells me this woman’s name has never 
come to their attention as being of in- 
terest In their task of protecting the 
President” 

One man was arrested earlier this 
week for threatening the life of the 
President, according to the Associated 
Press. His name is Thomas D. Elbert, 

34. 

According to Nessen, agent Buen- 
dorf cut his finger slightly between 
his right thumb and index finger in 
grabbing the gun and said he believed 
it might have been caught in the fir- 
ing mechanism. But he 9aid he could 
not be certain. 

Nessen' said examination establish- 
ed that the pistol was loaded, and 
that there were cartridges in the clip 
but not in the chamber. This meant 
that pulling the trigger would not 
have fired a bullet; a cocking mech- 
anism would have to be activated first. 

Karen Shelton, daughter of a Sac- 
ramento Bee reporter who was stand- 
ing nearby said she heard Fromme 
say to the agents who apprehended 
her: “It didn’t go off, fellas.” Then 
Fromme said, according to Shel- 
ton: “He’s not a public servant,” re- 
peating the phrase several times, 

The whole incident took no more 
than several seconds and the Secret 
Service and local security men moved 
with dispatch, without drawing guns. 

As soon as Buendorf seized the wo- 
man, agent-in-charge Ron Pontius 
shouted “Forty-five” — a reference to 
the gun — as other agents quickly 
raced up behind and around the Presi- 
dent, shielding him. 

The episode occurred on the last 
stop of a two-day business and politics 
visit to_ Seattle, Portland and Sacra- 
mento by the President He was in a 
relaxed and cordiial mood as he stroll- 
ed across the Capitol grounds with 
normal security protection on his way 
to make his final speech on the trip. 

According to Linda Worlow, an em- 



ployee of the State Assembly KepuDli- 
can Caucus, who was about to shake 
the President’s hand when the incident 
occurred, the woman later identified 
as Fromme had been standing without 
attracting attention along the roped- 
off path for some time before Mr. 
Ford’s arrival. At one point, Fromme 
asked a Sacramento police officer 
when the President was coming, and 
which way, Worlow said. 

As the President came by, Worlow 
said. “I saw her hand and I saw the 
handle of the gun, I saw all but the 
barrel of the gun.” And then got out 
of the way as Buendorf seized the 
woman. 

Once inside the east entrance to the 



Capitol, the President was hustled 
into a door to his left and immediate- 
ly ushered into the office of Gov. 
Edmund G. Brown Jr., as scheduled. 
According to Brown’s press aide, Wil- 
liam Stahl, the two men began chat- 
ting at once, make no reference to 
the incident, and then launched into 
a general policy discussion. 

Only near the end, Stahl said, did 
presidential assistant Donald Rumsfeld 
come over to the President and half- 
whisper the police report about the * 
identity of the woman. The president, 
Stahl said, then conveyed the infor- 
mation briefly to Brown. 

In his subsequent speech to the state 
legislature, the Presdient unruffled, 
made no reference to the incident. But 
deploring the rise in violent crime 
and the use of firearms, he called at 
one point for mandatory sentences for 
those convicted of gun-connected 
crimes. 

Later, he told reporters that he was 
grateful for the generally warm recep- 
tion he had received in California and ~ 
“would not under any circumstances 
feel that one individual represented the 
attitude of the people of California.” 

As the President spoke in the Capi- 
tol, local police roped off about a 30- 
square-yard area where the apparent 
attempt had taken place* A Sacramen- 
to city employee carefully went over 
it with a metal detector on a long pole, 
and a city policeman with a hand 
shovel dug up anything suspicious. 
But he seemed to be finding only stray 
coins. 

The President, originally scheduled 
to walk back across the Capitol 
grounds to his hotel, went by car in- 
stead under tight security that con- 
tinued until he departed for Washing- 
ton aboard Air Force One in mid- 
afternoon. He departed Sacramento 
at 3:18 p.m. PDT (6:18 p.m. EDT). Four- 
teen minutes later Fromme was for- 
mally arraigned. % 

Vice President Rockefeller, next in 
line to the Dresideney, was in Roches- 



ter, N.Y., at the time of the incident. 
Following completion of his speaking 
engagements there, he flew to his 
family estate at Pocantico Hills near 
Neaw York City, where he normally 
spends his weekends. 

A spokesman for Rockefeller said 
that, as of last night, the Vice Presi- 
dent had not spoken to Mr. Ford and 
had given no indication that he would 
change previously scheduled plans not 
to return to Washington until Sun- 
day. In Rochester, Rockefeller told 
reporters that his first instinctive 
thought on hearing the news from 
Sancramento was, “Thank God that 
he’s all right.” 

In Washington, FBI Director Clar- 
ence M. Kelley announced that the 
FBI had assumed jurisdiction over the 
case under federal statutes “relating 
to assault or attempted assaulting of 
the President.” 

Kelley’s announcement said that 
f Fromme was being charged specifi- 

cally with a violation of Title 18, Sec- 
tion 1751 of the U.S. Code. This sta- 
tute, enacted by the Congress follow- 
ing the 1963 assassination of President 
Kennedy, for the first time made , 
assaults or attempted assaults on the 
President a federal offense. 

Except for Kelley’s brief statement, 
FBI officials refused to say anything 
about the investigation. They replied 
“no comment” to such questions as 
whether the FBI or other federal 
agencies had any advance indications 
of an attempt against Mr. Ford’s life, 
whether the so-called “Manson fam- 
ily” was among the groups regarded 
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By Joseph P. MBUcnuiKelo— The W»ah*n«ron Post 

Dotted lines show President Ford’s route from the Hotel Senator to the State Capitol grounds in Sacramento. 




Associated Press 

Police examine the grounds of the California State Capitol after a women was taken into custody for pulling a gun on President Ford. 



by federal officials as a potential 
threat to the President and whether 
the gun reportedly taken from From- 
me had been legally purchased and 
registered. 



The f*ftle 18 statute covers the Pres- 
ident, the President-elect, the Vice 
President, the Vice President-elect, 
that officer of the federal government 



next in line for the presidency in 
situations when the office of vice 
president is vacant, or any person 
acting as President under the author- 
ity of the Constitution, 



The statute specifies that “whoever 
attempts to kill or kidnap” any indi- 
vidual covered by its provisions “shall 
be punished by imprisonment for any 
term of years or for life.” 





